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injured in crash/11
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Homage to our local heroes

Across region,
local veterans
are honored
on ‘their day’

By DAVID PERRY

sur Stafl

lhey could have been
casual. It was their day

Instead, they slipped into
unitorms -:|'|:r:|'. bl and
olive green, if they atill fit. Oy
uniforms that identified them
with | pArticular v eheran s
group, or war. Then the hats.

Umnice baby-faced Marines
ind soldiers, most of them are
old, gray and wrinkled now

Old men in funny hats

"n--ﬂ.:-:'-l‘l::_'. Veterans Dav,
wis Lheir day

They thought about buad
diez lost. They headed down to
meet thair |:-|'|_'I_||n|-||_ SWappIng
stories with the only other
people who really understand

[hey watched flags hoisted,
wreaths laid before monu-
ments of fine stone, guna fired
into the crisp air of a fall
marning, a chorms of “Tapsa.”

[t happened all over the
area vesterday morning,

Their day.

Here's just a small glimpse
of many local tributes:

|

Uver breakfast, state Sen,
Stevern 3':|||i1J;'.||'I.:||-uu-.' Wiks
speaking to abowt 200 0f
thiem at the Polish American
veteran s Ulub in Lowell,

“What do we owe them™
Cmnly everyvthing we have.”

At 8 a.m. at Veterans
Memorial Park in Dracut,
Boy Seouts from Troop 80
carried the colors, and Dira-
cut High School buglers
Seott Cushman and Lynsey
Meanulty stood ready to play
“Taps™ to about 100 people
gathered. Veterans lined up
along a sidewalk, (fficials
dedicated a wreath, four men
with guns fired three volleys

Speakers included Micholas
Pappas, a retired Air Foree
colonel, state Hep, Colleen
Garry, and Robert Page, 3 :
senior vice commander of the Cy Mancuso of Chalmsford, left, salutes along with a long
Lowell Veterans Council line of veterans during the playing of the national anthem

*This is vour day, my day,our &t the Polish American Veterans Club in Lowell yesterday,
lay,” said Page. “It was given to where the Lowell Veterans Council held a breakfast gnd

Dracut color guard member Ray LeClair of Pelham, N.H., holds 0id Glory
for all to see, and salute at Dracut's evenit. KA HAEL PIGE

i - — ==

|:-_1. .'LJ:'.'I'HIH*‘I:UI nation. Caramaony in ghservance of Veterans Day, sussel v
“When people think of Veter
|||_-\.E:I'_|l.'ll:||||-lI thiink of ol meen ||!|'|'|l'|l'|-|.'||'.|"\-_ Rodwer |.'.I'-|||'I' Ewvery vear on Uhee |||."|.|'||||.I
in funny hats.” Page said. “That commander of the Lowell of the 11th day, Tyngshoro resi
st me fine, 'm proud of it Veterans Counci, set the dent Hay Herbert, who serveds
Garry spoke of how proud  table for the sort of pride that  jp the Navy during World Wa
she was her nieces actually TI“III:h:““:l;.lll}.l.“m lies hap 11, horea and Vietnam, sees
. ; TelpTr " PENINE Across Lhe region 2 —F M T - = LE -
o “I nat hlll‘ S H'l'-x ' i --Il"al'l o T -:-” rica fewer and fewer of his com Scout leader Betsy Matthews of Tyngsboro admires her town's World War || Memoria
thoul, Deyond Delng a day ol ; 1% VR I Adneres, rades in uriform N T . e .- - i R b e o cn i b e
e S he said. “Amarics lives in us with her Cub Scout sons, Rory, 8, left, and Tynan, 6%, center, at the town's rededicatio

wn hour later in Lowell, at . Fil':l‘h-"HL'L'HuHﬂHEn,"'iﬂ Ceremony yesterday.

¢ f"i..

!-II‘:'

e
.““‘.-l' S i

e . R

.

From left. Bill Ducharme, son of Paul, Dennis Ducharme, son of George, and Raymond
Ducharme, son of Ray, admire a plague dedicated at the corner of Locke and Westford
streets in Chelmsford yesterday to their fathers and their uncle Teddy, all of whom served
in World War It u

From keft, Charleyne Stumpt, president of the Ladies Auxiliary Post 3291,

ausan Boklaga, the auxiliary' s chaplain, and member Joe Moore listen as Pepparall
YFW Post Chaplain Raymond Hurley leads a praver at the Vietnam Monument

: yesterday in Pepperall
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Across region,
local veterans

are honored

on ‘their day’
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v e sl Tt '\-I'll'.'q.ll:“ .a|'l Ii.n.t'

Bt this year’s ceremony in Tyngsboro

15 | s Tl II'I'-I'H:I.Eli.llll'l'll.:l."l'il

terans, including seven from World War
; rieased and into their T0s and

severdal from the Korean
Flanked by their
town and state officials, members
Ivagshors High marching banad amed
‘ub =eout Pack 46, the crowd of abouat B0
s T e, bovesd their heads in
er, and placed hands over their
iria, This vear was a special one, some
vhat with a contentious presidential
1 :!':i L DI A W AT ril.‘:lllp_'l"'
nany expressad their hope for demoe-
n Irag and Afghanistan and offered
% for Amernican soldiers' safe return

atch of grass at Tyngsboro's vet-
e monument, where roabes 3A and
onverge, the memornes were still
Fred Choate .|r'|| Fn-c{ f.:-r':r:‘..—l._

t whom served in World Vvar 11
andry, stationed aboard an aireraff
et in the Pactfic in 1945, treaded

| nearly 5 hours after his ship, the
7.5, Sangamon, was attecked from the air
= was finally rescued just off the coast of
in what was to be one of

wattles of the CGreat War
his part, Choate, an infantry
rerniEmbered PECEL N af thires
tters that, had theév nat '!u-l-r' "'r_u_'.lllq_h::,_

) t him directly to the
nies, and poagibly hurtling him
toward a very different future. Choate said

ny af the names of soldiers engraved on
nie Tyngsborn monument were familiar

Thinawa, Japan

uld like ¥V nave sen

Herbert said. “We just
¢ the people we used to hawve,”

nes, and said the lessons of service were

nes hie'd carmied throughout his life
“You take care of yvour buddies, and

ey take care of vou,” he said, wrng il

his hande. *You're all one.”
u
n Chelmeford, a erowd gathered at
tersection of Westiord Street and who didn't,” B
Locke Road, near the home where Ray,  one of us is left alive, we
Creorge, and Teddy Ducharms
w up with their six other siblings
HTicials unveiled a white sign bear ica, veterans of Korea, Vietnam and
the Chelmeford zeal that read
Jedicatad t s four Ducharme broth-  sculpture wi
I f Chelmalord who bravely servied ute to their fallen friends and

country during World war 11.7
reneration of Ducharmes Haw
and [hen-
laid down & wreath
|, white and purple flow-
ind flanked by two American flags
ling rifles pierced the chilly gray

roing as Amerncan Legion Post 437 of

T |
if Panl

]

f Rav), Billv (son
0 of [ g
L= wikh e

1
L. ThCE

er at Veterans Memonal Park, Army
LI ||'.-|ir|--.-.1-ci H CTLWWiEl
stone monaliths bearng

2 1=gun salute

the names of local men and women who
grrvind 0 battle. Poulten and his son
Benan have both served oversaas since the
terrorist attacks of Sepl
“1 thank God my son and | came back
whole, and | agk vou to think of those
malten sand. “As

41 the Horean War Memorial in Biller-

World War 11 |.'.|.’Ll'.'-:--.'. around the stone
th their famihes to pay trib-

ing overseas today. An honor guard
hioisted flags as a lone bugler played the
“Star Spangled Banner” and *Taps.” The
aging soldiers said a praver, saluted and
listened to a poem written by Korean War
vieteran Lenny Buckman

“Today is a day for tributes and bless-
ings. For those who served and died. Their
numes forever engraved at these places
where heroes reside,” Buckman read

The 30 or so people moved to the
Town Common, where o new memorial

Robert Page, senior vice commander of the Lowell Veterans Council, addresses

fellow veterans at the Polish American Veterans Club yesterday morning
S LAWE ¥ D ANBRADME

11, 2001

long as
will remember.”

those saT

featuring the names of local soldiers
killed in World War [ and II. The veter-
ans repeated the ceremony for the first
time in front of the monument, on which
Buckman's poems are engraved

Pepperell veterans paid tribute out-
side VFW Post 3291 on Leighton Street
next to the boulder monument with the
names of all Pepperell residents who
served in Vietnam.

Ray Hurley, post chaplain, said he
h|.|_u_-|_'_ the men and woren |‘_|.|.:'.‘|1 ir:|._' in
Irag and Afghanistan will return home
“to join the ranks of us older veterans.”

(Mhers making remarks were state
Rep. Bob Hargraves, R-Groton,
Charleyne Stumpf, president of the
post's Ladies Auxiliary and Susan Bok-
laga, the Ladies Auxiliary’s chaplain

A group of Cub Scouts and some 30
onlookers watched as five velerans fired liminary investigations.
three shots each into the gray sky.

Sumn -.':'Jlrj' Fé ROFLEFE Peter Ward, Thm
Spoth, Christine Phelan and Matt Mur-
phy contributed to this repart.

Is court
KOs new trial in
drunk-drive fatal

Ex-Pepperell man remains imprisoned
in accident that killed two students

|| By LISAREDMOND i
|| e a ] :
: h.un :'1_1.|.fl ele homi

cide for a
1988 aeci-
dent that
killed

BOSTON — The state
Appeals Court has denied a
new trial to a former Pep-
perell man serving 28 vears Shawn
in state prison for a drunken- .
driving crash that killed hlu'-*-::- \7 another
MNorth Middlesex Regiona W Th BERG
High School students in 1999 ;llll,r.l.!: :::? Chapman

In a recent decigion, the dent. The charge was a mis-
court rejected Irving Chap- 4.0 00 nor because there
man's arguments that he WaE N P roaf that drugs or
should be granted a new aleohol were invalved
trial due to errors during In deaths of Hughes and
his March 2000 trial Wellington, Judge Susan

Chapman was convicted of  Ggreh sentenced Chapman
twa counts of felony motor to 18 to 22 years in state
vehicle homicide for the Jan. prison, :lhépmﬁnl then 33
2, 1908, deaths of high schoal . nsidered the sentence too
sweethearts Betsie Hughes,  harsh and appealed.

18, of Towneend and Sean In a rare move, the
Wellington, 18, of Pepperell.  Appeals Court in May 2001
' Prosecutor Edward increased Chapman's sen-

Bedrosian argued that Chap-  tence to 28 to 30 years in
man was legally drunk with a prisomn according to the
blood-aleohol level of .17 — Middlesex County District
more than twice the legal limit  Attorney's Office.

of .08 — when his one-ton The state Appeals Court
dump truck drifted across the  has the option of increasing
center line of Route 119 in Gro- 5 sentence, decreasing it or
ton, sheering the door off one doing nothing.

pickup truck, slamming hesd- Despite the Appeal

on into Wellington's Jetta in Court's decision, Chapman
iGroton before hitting a third can atill appeal the sentenc

and the verdict to the state's
highest court, the Supreme
Judicial Court.

Liga Hedmond's &-mail
address 15 [redmond@low-
PLLEELM, DO,

car and flipping onto its side.
Wellington and Hughes
both died from massive
head injuries.
In 19889, Chapman
pleaded guilty to misde-

Police: Speed likely to
bljne infatal crash

pccident reconstruction
unit. Connelly was driving
alone, and no one &lae was
hurt. He was pronounced
dead at the scene

The speed limit on the ofl
|'iln||| 15 -1r:| rrlpl". Fll'lhl:'(' Ijl.'.ll'l'
mined Connelly was excesed
ing that limit, but are still
determining just hoow Faet T
wiais going, Tenczar said.

"Tue to the high rate of
speed, he lost control of the car

hitting a bridge abutment and

o |

Hy MEAGHAN WIMS
Sun Staff

MASHUA — Speed was
likely a factor in a crash sarly
Twesday that killed a 21-yvear
old Nashua man, state police
have determined from pre-

Christopher Connelly
was driving south on the
Everett Turnpike at about
12:30 a.m when his 2004
Honda Civic crashed into a

Former Dracut, Pelham man
charged with theft — again

v LISA REDMOND

=un sStafi

LOWELI

sy Walter Coleman is just

FProsecutors

Dad at hEng o ||‘|!|':
I' Yy Lime I'l I:"II'II Lik "'-CII'!-
A 2Lare OF break into & CarF
vithim thae past sEver
manthe, they sav, he's bean
irrested. And that's been the
tory of his criminal life
His record dates back 25
v L '.- PSS eCuLor .Jl.‘:j‘:J
{srosaman said in court
recently. “Mr. Coleman 15 a
thief and not a very good one,
udging by his record.”

The 43-year-old former resi-
dent of Dracut and Pelham
wias ordered held on $15,000
cash bail after pleading inmo-
cent in Lowell Superior Court
to & bevy of larceny charges in
thres separate chsns,

Coleman has been charged
in a Feb. 5 break-in at Anton’s
Cleaners on Bridge Street in
Lowell. He allegedly broke
through a locked back door at
b a.m., only to be confronted
by the owner

Shortly afterward, Dracut
palice found Coleman sleep-
ing in a car outside a Dracut
store. He fit the description
given by the Anton's owner,
who picked Coleman from a
photo array.

Six months later, Coleman,
free on personal recognizance,
allegedly tried to rob the
Dunkin’ Doniits on Chelms-
ford Street in Lowell. Gross-

man said that Coleman, along
with co-defendant |'l".|:u|;|.'!r|.
Hunker walked into the store
at 10:15 p.m. on July 31
While they waited in line,
Coleman allegedly pulled a
bandana up around his face
and held a knife against his
leg. Bunker allegedly hid a
hasehall hat

A customer saw Loleman
and told emplovees there was
a robbery in progress, Cole-
man and Hunker were still at
the store when ].I'I'-III\.'I- arnved
The penniless pair said they
were there to buy coffes

Bunker, 50, of Lowell, was
charged with attempting to
commit a crime, and is now
wanted by police after default-
ing on his court appearance
Coleman was again either
released on no bail or low bail
in district court.

On Aug. 16, Coleman was
again arrested by Lowell
police after he was spotted
looking in cars in the area of
University Avenue. While
guestioning Coleman, police
gaid they found a towel
nearby that held a number of
compact disce. They also
found two women's bracelets
and a necklace in his pocket.

Several witnesses told
police they saw Coleman in
two cars. Une of the car own-
ers identified the CDs and
the necklace as having been
stolen from her car.

Coleman's next court
appearance is Tuesday.

Sex offender guilty
in girlfriend’s assault

By LISAREDMOND
Sun Staff

LUOWELL — A conviacted
sex offender is behind bars
again after & jury found him
|..|'_'Ili||:_'. of .'L.*-.-\.:i'uh:n:'.h; his g'irl.
friemd ||_l. |-.||-::-C'|-l.|r|£ hl_'r dnwn
months after ahe had his
DAY

After a two-day trial,
Laowell ."'\-'.J|.H-r'|-::-|' f'-lur', .Il,ll:lgl,'
H.hl“."l Liants .*-.-r'r'.l'.n_-r'u_'[ﬂ
Hohert Him:‘l‘lﬁl'l, 31 of Low-
ell, to 4-5 vears in state
prison, followed by four
years of probation, after he
was found guilty of assault
and battery on his former
girliriend — the mother of
his two children — and
intimidating a witness

The jury cleared him of
two counts of assault with a
dangerous weapon, Two
cotints of assault and bat-
tery and violating a
restraining order were dis-
missed,

Sigman, & level 3 sex
offender, has a 1984 convie-
tion fior molesting and rap-
ing & child under 14. He also
pleaded guilty that same
year to indecent assault and
battery on a person over 14
and assault and battery
with a dangerous weapon.
He was sentenced to four
vears and one month in
slate prison.

Prosecutor Elizabeth

econerete bridge abutment at
the Exit 1 off-ramp, accord-
ing to Trooper Jeffrey
Tenczar, & member of the

ecting him from the vehicle
Tencrar amid R '5=l:l,'r|_:|u:|.',

The police are continuing
Lo investigate.

Assalirt, méyhein charges
dropped in attack on home

LOWELL — A 19-year-old
man has had charges against
him dropped after he was
accused of being part of a
group that pelted a Franklin
Street home with bricks,

Dunigan said that on Feb
16, 2002, Lowell police were
dispatched to 154 Beacon
St., in the Centralville sec-
tion of Lowell, for a 911
hangup

The incident began with
an argument between Sig-
man, who had been drink-

nesses to the Sept. 28, 2002
fight at 46 Franklin 5t. in
Lowell could not be located
Similar charges against
three other Lowell teens —
Soksoursdey Roeung,

ing, and his sister-in-law rocks and beer bottles during  Phanna Sarom and Khom

over his criticism of her care | 8 baby shower, hitting one phay Lavongsa — were

of her severely disabled son. | Eirl inthe face with abrick,  dropped by prosecutors
When his g‘irlfrmn-l:l. whio pl‘tﬂf.'lﬂ.:ll-l.'ll!'ﬂ Baid. after E.Jl.ldﬂ'e allowed &

had a baby three months Viseth Keo, no addreas mation to suppress.

earlier, 9514._'p|;_|-|':|] between the available, had l:'].'I.EIEEH of ih‘lh"'rhu. HEEI.E PJE-H-IiE'd

two, Sigman grabbed a mayhem and assault and guilty to four counts of assault

kitchen knife and threat- | battery by dangerous

with a dangerous .He
ened to kill both women, the | weapon (brick) dropped by  was e palh

wis sentenced to upto 1%

children and his brother, the Middlesex Digtrict i i
_ years in state prison,
Ll;ﬁr;éumwlf. proseculors Attorney’s office after wit- — LISAREDMOND
l.q_quﬂm girlfriend started to =~ ch -
call potice, Sigman tackled her [
from behind and the PARKING REGULATIONS
phone, but the 911 call Town of
already gone th He Dracut
allegedly hit hi with the LEGAL NOTICE
knife, drawing blood, and then | Snow and lee Removal Program winter of 2004-2005. The Pubdic is

fled the house. He returmed
the next moming, and police
arrested him,

Defense attorney Jeanne
Earley argued that
although there were ten-
gions in the house, there
was no physical evidence of
an assault. Police did not
retrieve the knife nor see

hereby notified that in order 1o keep the streets and ways open to the
meonng pubdic, and for the |-H|l|‘".' sabety of the entire community, the
tollowing Town By-Laws will be sirictly enforced throughout the entire
2004-2005 winiter moniths.

Section 1, It shall be unlawful for the operator or person in charge of
any vehicle, other than acting in an emergency, 1o park ssid vehicle on
any public street on any day, berween the hours of 12 midnight and
B0 AML, betwesn December 18t and March 150h,

Secilon L. For any violation of the provision of Section 1, an offender

any blood. may be punished by a e not exceeding Afeen dollars (§15.000

Lisa Redmond’s e-mail :!:"hi] )
address is redmond@low- hl;] RS xton
ellzun.com. L i [hrector —

r b . i




